B-SMARTT! Newsletter – Autumn 2025
Building a smarter Europe through cross-border innovation in materials and advanced manufacturing
🚀 A quick snapshot
The B-SMARTT! project is designed to harness the emerging strength of the biotechnology and advanced materials sectors within the cross-border region of Flanders and the Netherlands. While the high-tech manufacturing industry is already thriving, it faces significant challenges in technological transition and sustainability. B-SMARTT! offers a strategic pathway to address these challenges by bridging sectors, boosting innovation and enabling real economic and societal impact. 
Through a sustainable innovation platform, the project clusters knowledge in materials, additive manufacturing techniques, and validation infrastructure. It opens access for SMEs to technological expertise and business support — thus facilitating circular, market-oriented material and production innovation from waste streams and tailored manufacturing solutions. 
🏭 Success Stories From Our Partner Ecosystem
1. BIO INX – Pushing the Frontier in Biofabrication
With B-SMARTT!’s platform support, BIO INX is developing next-generation photo-curable inks tailored for multiphoton lithography, enabling ultra-high-resolution 3D microstructures that support tissue engineering and regenerative medicine applications. 
2. More2Coffee – Waste-to-Value for Medical Manufacturing
More2Coffee wants to turn residual coffee grounds into bio-based polymer inks for 3D printing in medical applications. Thanks to the B-SMARTT! innovation platform, this circular economy approach will become a reality, showcasing how material reuse and additive manufacturing can converge for sustainable healthcare solutions.
3. Belgian Cycling Factory – 3D-Printed Food-Compatible Components for Mobility
BCF wants to leverage food-safe, 3D-printed polymer parts for the cycling industry — combining mechanical durability with compliance to health standards. Supported via B-SMARTT!’s materials and validation infrastructure, this case highlights how advanced materials innovation crosses into everyday products and markets.
🤝 Why B-SMARTT! Matters
· Cross-sector and cross-border collaboration: Bringing together material science, biotechnology, additive manufacturing and industrial SMEs across Flanders and the Netherlands. 
· Access for SMEs: The project opens pathways for technological access, validation, business modelling and scaling — especially helpful for high-risk, high-investment material innovation. 
· Circular & market-oriented innovation: Focus on material innovations considering sustainable material and production process solutions with tangible outcomes. 
📌 Funding & Acknowledgements
This project is conducted with the support of:
· VLAIO – Agentschap Innoveren & Ondernemen (Flanders Innovation & Entrepreneurship Agency) 
· Co-financing by the Province of Limburg (for partner Tenco DDM) 
· The project operates under the Interreg Vlaanderen-Nederland programme, co-funded by the European Union
· Ministry of Economic Affairs and Climate Policy (Government of the Netherlands)
⭐ Looking ahead
Check out our 2nd call for partners which is now launched (see below)! We will continue to expand our platform services, engage more SMEs, validate new material-tech combinations and showcase additional market-ready prototypes. You’re invited to stay connected, share your projects, and learn how to engage with our cross-border ecosystem.

B-SMARTT! – 2nd Call for Partners
B-SMARTT! is an Interreg Vlaanderen–Nederland initiative that accelerates cross-border innovation in materials, additive manufacturing (AM), and product validation. It brings together companies, research institutes, and public partners in a triple-helix collaboration to turn technological potential into validated products and sustainable business.
The initiative supports the transition toward a circular and sustainable manufacturing economy by providing SMEs and research actors with access to high-end resources and expertise — from design and prototyping to validation and market readiness.
Why Join B-SMARTT!
By joining the B-SMARTT! platform, partners gain:
· Access to world-class expertise in materials science, additive manufacturing, and validation.
· Hands-on support in developing and testing proof-of-concepts (PoCs) tailored to your innovation challenge.
· Cross-border collaboration opportunities between Flanders and the Netherlands to strengthen your R&I and business development.
· Acceleration of your innovation cycle — from idea to validated product and business model within 12 months.
· Visibility and positioning within a dynamic network of frontrunners in sustainable advanced manufacturing.
· Access to funding and ecosystem workshops to build robust and scalable innovation cases.
Joining means becoming part of an ambitious initiative that links technology, entrepreneurship, and sustainability — and contributes directly to the next generation of advanced manufacturing value chains in the region.
Call Timeline
	Milestone
	Date

	Launch of the 2nd Call for Partners
	October 27, 2025

	Deadline for submission of candidature
	December 15, 2025 (12:00 PM)

	Notification of selection
	January 15, 2026

	Project period (PoC development)
	February 1, 2026 – January 31, 2027


Mandatory Activities
Selected partners will develop their Proof-of-Concept (PoC) within the B-SMARTT! framework. Each partner is expected to participate in the following mandatory activities:
1. Business Design Workshop Product/process screening and definition of PoC plan.
2. Intermediary Workshop Assessment of progress and SWOT analysis.
3. Three Ecosystem Workshops Access to complementary expertise from the cross-border network.
4. Final Presentation Demonstration of the PoC results and sustainability plan.
Partners are expected to:
· Contribute actively to collaborative R&I activities;
· Work towards a concrete business case or plan within 12 months;
· Promote cross-border collaboration (Flanders–Netherlands);
· Sign the B-SMARTT! Cooperation Agreement and comply with Interreg eligibility requirements.
How to Apply
Interested organisations can apply by completing the online Application Form via the link below:
👉 Submit your candidature here
Deadline: December 15, 2025, at 12:00 PM
Notification: January 15, 2026
For questions or guidance, contact:
📧 info@b-smartt.eu
📞 +32 476 46 08 59

B-SMARTT! — Accelerating Product Innovation through Advanced Manufacturing
🌐 www.b-smartt.eu

